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SPRINGDALE FEATURED The history of Springdale was featured at the 
AT MAY MEETING OF meeting of the Washington County Historical 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY Society May 20 in the Student Center of the 


Lutheran Church, DuPree Deaver and Lockwood 
Searcy had worked up the history, which was presented by Mr.Deaver. As the 
speaker pointed out, any one division (churches,schools, government, etc.) 
could be made the saoyeet of a full hour's talk. Miss Jobelle Holcombe in- 
troduced the visitors and contributed some Springdale reminiscences. of her 
own. Here are a few of the many interesting facts related by Mr,.Deaver: 

The first train in Washington County entered Springdale on 
June 8, 1881. 

The Pipst Lutheran church in weantneted County was organized 
in Springdale in 1879, with I.E.Raeder as pastor, 

Springdale had the county's first congregation of Seventh Day 
Adventists, in 1876. 

John P. Stafford was only 18 years old when he began publica- 
tion of the Springdale News in 1887. 

J.C.Floyd, later Congressman, taught the first school, in the 
Joe Holcomb home, 

The famous Springdale Chautauqua was founded in 1898 by Josiah 
Shinn. The following year it drew an estimated 10,000 people to 
hear William Jennings Bryan speak, 

The first co-operative in Washington County was the Fruit 
Growers and Shippers co-op, organized at Springdale in 1888, 

The first postoffice inthe Springdale community was called 
Lynch's Prairie (1857-1866). It was just east of town, The post- 
master was A.G.Gregg, who owned the farm on which the postoffice 
was located. His grandson was present at our meeting Sunday and 
showed the huge brass key to the first postoffice located in the 
city of Springdale. 

Following Mr. Deaver's talk there was a lively discussion of local his- 
tory, which covered Springdale and other communities and in which a dozen 
members took part. Booth Campbell held the group's attention with his 
reminiscences of the old days in Cane Hill, Cincinnati, and the Indian 
country. "My mother told me about the removal of the Indians," he said, 

The president, W.J.Lemke, introduced eight directors of the WCHS who 
were present, and announced plans for the Confederate Memorial Day pil- 
grimage to East Mountain June 3, and the Prairie Grove-Cane Hill pilgrim- 
age tentatively set for June 2h. 


If your name is not on the membership list of our Society, we invite 
you to join us. 

Our purposes are to preserve the history of Washington County, to 
keep alive the memory of the pioneers, and to tell the romantic story 
to newcomers and tourists. 

Our activities include monthly meetings, pilgrimages to historic 


Y OF ARKANSASPOts, exhibits of heirlooms and relics, and the publication of hist- 
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oric lore in FLASHBACK, ae 
If you approve our purposes and want to help us in our activities, 
send check for $2 to Tom Feathers, seeretary, 124E.Center St. 


Cherokees Retrace Ancestors! 1838 Route 


A quartet of Cherokee Indians, who were retracing the Trail of Tears 
from North Carolina to Oklahoma as a publicity stunt to advertise a 


summer pageant at Cherokeé, N.C., visited Fayetteville May 15 and were | 


greeted by Mayor Powell Rhea at the City Administration building, They 
were conducted to the site of the Fayetteville Female Seminary by Tom 


Feathers, secretary of the WCHS, who told the visitors the story of 


Sophia Sawyer and the 14 Cherokee girls who came here in 1839 to start 
the school, 

According to a story in the Fort Smith paper, Bentonville felt 
aggrieved that the Cherokee publicity group passed up that town for 
Rogers. Rogers, of course, wasn't even in existence when the original 
Cherokees walked the Trail of Tears. Neither was Springdale, for that 
matter. The Cherokee party must have been in a hurry to get to Tahle- 


quah, e&se they would not have passed up Bentonville, I suppose quite ° 


a few of the original Cherokees left the Trail of Tears at Bentonville 
and entered the Indian. Territory at Maysville. And later they were in 
Bentonville enroute to the battle at Pea Ridge, The Cherokee Histori- 
cal Association should have included Bentonville on this tour. 


society Acquires Old Speller and Physiology 


Mrs,Jane Jansen of West Fork has presented to our Society two school 
books that her grandmother used nearly a century ago. One is a copy of 
Webster's blue-backed speller, containing the signature "Rebecca Jane 
Oglevie 1856". The other is a school physiology published in 1858, 

The latter book contains much practical advice. For instance, in 
Lesson 20 I found this question: "Should night-dresses be well aired?" 
and the answer: "They should. Instead of folding them up, as is the 
common practice, they should be hung up, to expose them to the action 
of the air all day." In Lesson 21 appears this question: "Do not 
slaves and other ignorant people enjoy good health?" and the answer: 
"They do, but it is not because of their ignorance. Such persons are 
usually restricted by their condition, to a temperate diet, . and live 
much in the open air," 

I leafed through the blue-backed speller and read most of the rules, 
This one is typical: "Formation of plural number of nouns,’ If s will 
not coalesce with the preceding consonant, it unites with e, and forms 
an additional sytlable."' There are several pages of rules like that. 
Makes the learning of how to spell a bit difficult, But it's the only 
way, youngsters; the only way." 


Flag of the 13 Colonies 


Mayor Alvin Seamster of Bentonville has sent the Society a photo- 
graph of the original flag of the 13 colonies. Mr.Seamster showed the 
flag at our May 5 meeting. ~The flag is -of homespun flax ~— andeach 
stripe is a separate piece of cloth. The stars are quilted on with 
flax threat. Mr.Seamster writes: "June 14, 1777, the Continental Con- 
gress stipulated that the flag for the 13 colonies was to have 13 
stripes, alternate red and white, with a union of 13 stars on a blue 
field. The only history available on this particular flag is that it 
was brought to Arkansas by W.R.Cady, who established the Cady Orchards 
near Rogers about 75 years ago." 


Mrs.L.Y.Hartman, former Fayetteville resident now living in LasVegas 
Nevada, sends her WCHS dues and writes:"I hope the Society flourishes. 
There is need for Arkansas to preserve its historical treasures. Texas 
has amassed more Arkansas material than Arkansas itself has collected" 


Sidelights on Springdale's Early History 
(Written by Kennedy Deaver as valedictory address 1934) 


Indians inhabited this land long before the white man ever saw it, 
for excavations near here have yielded rich returns to the archeolo- 
gists who date Indian habitations several thousand years back. The 
land was not all rough mountains dotted with springs and cut by swift 
rivers. Here and there were level plateaus, which were fertile and 
adaptable to farming. It was one of these rich plateaus which at- 
tracted the early settlers. No doubt they were lured to this spot by 
the pure water which gushed from the several springs close to the old 
Baptist Church. We are told that there were four or fijve of these 
springs, the largest one at the foot of the hill on the Holcombe Home- 
stead. It was this spring which later gave the town its name. 


It is not surprising, therefore,that in 1840 William Davison Quinton 
settled the 80-acre tract which was the foundation of the town of 
Springdale. Mr.Quinton, together with Rev, John Holcombe, came to this 
section from the Spoon River Association in Illinois. Rev. Holcombe 
homesteaded a tract of land near WestFork and established the WestFork 
Primitive Baptist Association. About two years later Quinton and Hol- 
combe exchang@ homesteads, In 1843 the Shiloh Primitive BaptistChurch 
was built and Rev, Holcombe chosen as the first regular pastor. Amqng 
the first members of this church were some of the forefathers of many 
people now living in Springdale, The early pastors were paid no salary 
as the doctrine of the church forbade them receiving any reward for 
their work, 


For over 20 years after the building of the church Rev.John Holcombe, 
Shelby Fitzgerald, and their families and employees were the only 
people living in what is now Springdale. In 1868 Rev.Holcombe laid out 
the original town of Shiloh, bounded on the north by North street, on 
the west by Shiloh, on the south by Johnson, and on the east by Mill 
street. The naming of these streets, as well as that of other streets 
in Springdale, came later. 


Emma avenue was so named by Joseph Holcombe when he plotted the 
> present town, in honor of Miss Emma Dupree, his stepdaughter, Holcombe 
street was named after the family. Maple street was so termed by Cod. 
Chapman. Main street was given this name because it was at that time 
the principal street in town, the business section being around the 
square where now stands the public library. Mill street was so desig- 
nated on account of the old Petross mill which stood at the north end 
of the street. The street running east and west from Mill street to 
the Central School building was called Center street because it goes 
almost exactly through the center of the original plot. Spring street 
was given this title because it was the road leading to the spring 
near where the American Legion Hut now is. 


The first store was opened by R.S. Coon but after a few months he 
sold out to Holcomb & Putman. The first public school building was a 
one-store frame building northwest of the old Baptist Church and built 
about 1868, Rev.J.A.Walden was the first teacher. In 1872 the Mission- 
ary Baptist College was erected on the site of the present Central 
school. Rev.Barnes was the head of this school, but it was a failure 
financially, and in 1885 was purchesed by the Lutheran congregation 
and operated as a parochial high school. Later an academy was taught 
there by Prof.Shinn, 


In 1871 the Methodist Episcopal church moved here from Liberty to 
join thé Shiloh Baptist and the Missionary Baptist churches in the 
construction of a building to be used jointly. The construction of the 
building was in the hands of "Uncle Archia" Smith, William Holcomb and 
Hugh Smiley. The lumber was hauled from the VanWinkle mill near War 
Eagle. After being brought to the site of the building, the lumber was 
stacked end up in a pyramid form and seasoned by building fires under- 
neath. The boards were "in the rough" and every one had to be dressed 
by hand. The heavy timbers forthe framework were cut in nearby forests 
and each piece was carefully selected, 


As has been mentioned, the first. store was started by Mr.Coon, but 
it was not long until Jack Steele opened a store southeast of the 
square Were now stands the City Library. Other early mercantile es- 
tablishments near the old square were Slaughter & Searcy, A.M.Philips, 
and Baggett & White. The latter store was on the southwest corner of 
the library lot, near the old well. All business centered around the 
square, including the hotel, which was known as the Gladden House. 


When in 1881 the Frisco railroad was built through here, the busi- 
ness section gradually moved to its present location, This part of 
town was called "new town", while the original section was known as 
"old town". J.A.Coffelt was among the first merchants in the new loca- 
tion, opening up a hardware store. The first brick building was erect- 
ed by Joseph Holcomb and is now occupied by the Leader Dry Goods Co. 
After a time the "old. town" was deserted as far as buSiness was con- 
cerned, but it was not until somewhat later that Mr.Gladden, the last 
to move, built the brick building occupied by the Arcade Hotel. 


In 1875 the citizens decided they needed a postoffice. Up until this 
time the town had been called Shiloh, but as there was already a post- 
office in the state by that name, it was necessary to change the name. 
The name Springdale was finally selected on account of the large 
spring. in the middle of the community. B.F.Putman was the first post- 
master, and the farst postoffice was located in the building north of 
the property owned by the late Orville Wood. Inthe early days thé 
mail came by stage coach, on the line from Springfield to VanBuren, 
The arrival of the stage coach was a grent event. As soon as the mail 
was thrown off, it was taken into the postoffice, opened, and the 
postmaster would read the names of the addressees, who would come up 
and get their mail if they were present, 


There were a number of early industries. In 1872 Mr.Caudle built a 
brickyard on South Holcomb street. Probably the first bricks which he 
burned were used to construct the Baptist College, which was torn down 
to make way for the present Central School. These bricks were used to 
erect buildings and houses, many of which are still in use, 


About the same time as the brickyard, a woolen factory was begun by 
Mr. Haxton. This factory was located just north of the:-swimming pool, 
and operated for several years. It spun yarn, wove and dyed cloth. 
Also in the 70's, Mr. Holcomb established a tanyard on the | bank of 
Spring Creek, just north of the old Baptist church. This tannery was 
operated by Mr. Ackerman, a native of Switzerland, who tanned leather 
and made harness, boots and shoes for the community. 


When Springdale was incorporated in 1878 it could boast of a post- 
office, a woolen factory, a brickyard, a tannery, three churches, two 
schaol houses, and many business houses. In 1881 Mr. Holcomb induced 
O.C. Ludwig to come here from Alabama and begin publication of the 
Springdale Enterprise. After some four or five years Mr. Ludwig moved 
his printing plant to Clarksville. A short time later Harry C. Warner 
established the Springdale Yellow Jacket but it did not survive long. 
In 1887 John P. Stafford began the publication of the Springdale News, 
our present newspaper, 


The old Petross roller mill, which stood across the creek north of 
the Primitive Baptist Church, was built in 1881. This mill ground 
flour, shorts, bran and other products. 


When this country was first settled, it was not known that the land 
was suitable for growing fruit, but all farmers grew oats and wheat. 
Before the Civil War, Rev. John Holcombe planted an orchard in what is 
now the City Park, but it was not until several years later thatthe 
fruit industry became an important factor inthe business of this 
section. In 1885 a canning factory was erected just north of Emma 
avenue and east of the railroad. 


This brings us up to 1890, through the critical period in the growth 
of the town. The postoffice had been secured and the railroad built, 
and the town had been incorporated. Springdale was ready to start the 
Gay Nineties as a good-sized country village with a number of varied 
industries. Since that time the population has triped, electric light 
and power has come, water and sewer systems established, and motion 
picture theater introduced. Highways have been constructed. The City 
Library has been started. The telephone system was brought here, and 
natural gas has been installed. Modern schools have been built. Can- 
ning factories have been constructed and modern shipping facilities 
introduced. Who can tell what the next 70 years will bring? 


In hunting up the material for the early history of Springdale, I 
found that my Aunts, Miss Jobelle Holcombe and Mrs.E.F.Ellis of. Fay- 
etteville had in their possession the original land grant for the 
first 80 acres of Springdale, issued by President Tyler in 1843 to 
William D. Quinton. For many years the deed had been kept in the 
possession of Joseph Holcomb. Since the Public Library is erected upon 
the original town square and is doing much toward the cultural devét- 
opment of Springdale, we think it is fitting that this venerable docu- 
ment be placed in the keeping of the Public Library. | 


Dates of Early Entries 
Entries of land in Township 18 North, Range 30 West, Section 
36, in which Springdale is located, were made by Freeborn Graham 
Feb.28, 1840; S.P.Fine Feb.29, 1840; James Fitzgerald Mar.7,1840; 
W.D.Quinton Mar.,16, 1840; John Holcomb Sept.1, 1845; and Sept.18 
1856; Isanc S. Fitzgerald Dec.26 and 29, 1849; Joseph Holcomb, 
Dec.29, 1852; and W.H. Holcomb Jan.11, 1853. | 


Do You Remember...? 
(Happenings at the Turn of the Century) 
by Tom Feathers 


Do you remember when the city was "open range" to all animals, and 
the proprietors of businesses, particularly on the Square, were con- 
stantly herding cows and horses from in front of the stores, and hogs 
and dogs out of their buildings? 


Do you remember when the Arnold & Fields Tannery was in operation on 
Mill street? Six vats were used at the plant, which was located across 
the street from the White Mill. Many of the hides for tanning were ob- 
tained at the City Dump, to which daily trips were made to skin ani- 
mals left there, 


When the Morley Marble & Granite Works was open for business next 
door west of the Oriental Hotel on Smoky Row? Tombstones were hand- 
chiseled and the granite was obtained from a creek bed not too far 
from town, One of the teamsters who hauled this granite to Mr. Morley 
is today a resident of the city. 


When the Washington Hotel built a sewage disposal tank of brick at 
the southeast corner of Block and Second streets? The remains of this 
septic tank are visible at the present time. 


When "Uncle John" Tunstill was feeding about 500 hogs just a block 
from the Square? His hog lot was bounded on the north by Rock street, 
on the east by East street, on the west by Block street and extended 
about halfway down the hill toward South street. The hogs became in- 
fected with cholera and some 200 of them were hauled to the City Dump, 
which at that time was on the Pump Station road just off Highway 16. 
Also, and at the same time, Mr.Tunstill was feeding 20 head of oxen on 
the same ground, all of them too old to work. Horses were replacing 
them in the community and the disposal of these oxen is unknown, 


When the Jennings Mule Barn was a thriving business at the northwest 
corner of the intersection of Mountain street and College Avenue. Mr. 
Jennings hired the mules out to teamsters and also hauled lumber here 
from Madison County. The Barn covered about one-fourth of the block on 
which it was located; later it was operated as a camp ground in the 
manner of today's parking lots. 


When the Baum Bros, store on the east side of the Square burned and 
a bucket brigade was formed across East street to the wells on the 
courthouse lawn; much of the merchandise in the store was saved— next 
day several men of the city were wearing new hats. It was during this 
fire that one Bill Hodge (no relation of the local families) was res- 
cued from under a collapsed wall by Henry Barton and the late Albert 
Byrnes. 


When Boles & Barnett was a grocery and furniture store on the south 
sice of the Square; when Capt.E.B.Harrison and Harve Harris had grocer 
stores on the east side of the Square; when Sutton's Harness Shop and 
R.K.Hodges Cafe were on the west side of the Square; when Waymon Brown 
had a grocery store, and James L. Bozarth combined the businesses of 
furniture, picture franing and undertaking, on the north side of the 
oquare,. 


White House Cemetery 
by F. M. McConnell 


The White House cemetery, located on Middle Fork river near the 
church of the same name, 25 miles southeast of Fayetteville, was open- 
ed during the 1830's. The first marked grave is that of Samuel Hanna, 
who died Sept. 16, 1837. There are numerous unmarked graves in the 
older section and it is likely that there were earlier burials, as the 
valley above the White House was’settled as early as 1833-35. Some 
of those who settled in that locality during the 1830's were the 
Lewis, Hanna, Hunt, Campbell, Mankins, Howry, Karnes, Mills, Williams, 
Stout and Van Hoose families. ; 


In this cemetery are the remains of Wm, Hunt (1801-1885) and wife 
Rhoda Hunt (1800-1862), parents of Col. Thomas J. Hunt, Union soldier 
and prominent Republican leader of Washington County’ for many years. 
Colonel Hunt also served as postmaster at Fayetteville’ and owned Wax- 
haws on South College avenue, previously owned by Gov. Archibald Yell, 
whose remains first were interred at Waxhaws but later removed to 
Evergreen cemetery. : 


Local descendants of thé Hanna family include Mrs. Maude Bassett and 
S.B.(Bob) Hanna, Wm. H. Campbell Jr and Mary Hanna Campbell, and Wm.H. 
Campbell Sr and Julia Rutherford Campbell,fiarents and grandparents 
respectively of Mrs. Mollie Campbell Rainey, are buried there, Also, 
Owen Ramey Sr and wife, grandparents of the late Mrs. B.F. Ramey and 
Mrs. B.F.Johnson; Wm.C.Douglas, father of Mrs. J.P.Mason and Mrs.J.B. 
McConnell; Bracken Lewis and wife, cousin of Bracken Lewis Jr; Lewis 
W. Thompson and wife; Joe C. Arnett and wife; George W. Hughes (1817- 
1862) and wife Sarah Hughes (1819-1900) and Johnathan Stout (1819-- 
1911); WM. Henson (1803-1877); John Paschal (1819-1911) and’ wifeRachel 
Paschal (1819-1900); Wm. Chandler (1803-1895); John C. Williams and 
‘wife Martha Williams; members of the White, West, Wilson, Hobbs,Cosby, 
Porter, Fallen, Colley and numerous other families, 


Union soldiers buried in this cemetery include Benjamin F. Ramey and 
his brother, James M. Ramey, and Thomas Paschal, each of whom was a 
corporal in Co. B, lst Arkansas Cavalry. They participated in battles 
at Wilson Creek, Missouri, and Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove, Arkansas. 


The earliest birth date reflected by the tombstones is that of Mary 
Hanna, wife of James Hanna Sr., who was born Feb, 27, 1797, and died 
Oct. 1, 1883, 


The Middle Fork valley in the White House vicinity was inhabited by 
Indians prior to 1830, but this cemetery was not used by them, so far 
as is known, However, some of the occupants of this cemetery were of 
part Indian ancestry, : 

This pretty cemetery slopes gently from the highway on the west 
towards the river on the east. It is in current use and is generally 
well kept due to the efforts of an active cemetery association. 


--WCHS—— » 


Society's Third Meeting Is Pilgrimage to Evergreen Cemetery 


The April meeting of the WCHS ( Sunday the 15th ) took the form of a 
pilgrimage to Evergreen Cemetery. A group of members and friends, nun- 
bering almost 100, visited the graves of some of the men and women who 
helped make Fayetteville history during the past 123 years. Dr. 
Harrison Hale sketched the careers of former University staff members. 
Your president paid tribute to the soldiers, statesmen and pioncers, 


Map of the pilgrimage will be found on another page of this issue. 
fhe visit to Evergreen, as I told the group, was designed as an adven- 
ture in local history -- as well as a tribute to the illustrious dead. 
Ve could not visit the graves of all the men and women who built our 
town, but we did stop at the graves of those who ranked high in the 
esteem of their contemporaries, as evidenced by their important posi- 
tion in government or their prominence in other fields, 


I asked myself "What makes a man or woman great?" and I came up with 
this answer -- "Service to fellowmen". On that basis the housewife and 
nother ranks with legislators, doctors, builders, or others high in 
business or the professions, In truth, it is usually because of the 
unselfish service of a woman to her family that aman is able to 
achieve high position. Among the public servants whose graves the WCHS 
visited were’ those of teachers like Sophia Sawyer, Gates, Buchanan and 
futrall; pioneer doctors like Welch and Gregg, the Pollards and Pad- 
locks; builders like Byrnes, Mayes and VanWinkle; jurists like Gregg; 
oublic officials like the Wilsons, Walkers, Dinsmore, Gunter; business 
nen like McIlroy and Stone; soldiers like Yell, Eason, Chandler, Van- 
jeventer and the Tidballs,. 


An interesting feature of our Evergreen pilgrimage was the presence 
of Judge T.H.Humphreys, who had Wnown personally most of the men whom 
ve were honoring, Judge Humphreys is our town's link between yesterday 
und today. I hope everybody present got the same thrill I did when the 
Judge said "I knew him; he was a good man." Or "He practiced law when 
[I was on the bench". And when we stood at "Uncle Bob" Wilson's grave, 
Judge Humphreys said "He was president of the Senate when I was speak- 
sr of the House -=- the only time both presiding officers of the Gener- 
1l Assembly were from the same city." This unusual coincidence happen- 
sd exactly 50 years ago -- in 1901. And here was one of the principals 
in that historic event, standing at the grave of the other princi- 
oal-—-and making the past live again for the Historical Society members. 


Story of Washington Wilson in Next Issue 


Through Mrs,.H. L. Pearson I have received some valuable information 
about the Thomas family, whose home a century ago stood where the 
Frisco depot now stands and whose family graveyard was the beginning 
of Evergreen cemetery. The father-in-law of John Thomas was Washington 
Wilson, one of Fayetteville's earliest merchants and the man who gave 
Stephen K,. Stone his first job. .The information comes from Washington 
Wilson's granddaughter, Mrs, Frank Wager of Dallas. It will appear in 
an early issue of FLASHBACK, : 


Has Copy of Cherokee Union Act 


Roy Nix has a well-preserved copy of the "Acts of Union between the 
East and West Cherokees." The book was printed at Tahlequah in 1870 by 
the Cherokee National Press, Edwin Archer, printer, 
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some Builders Of Fayetteville Who Sleep In Evergreen 
Key to Map 
1. Sophia Sawyer........1792-1854....Founder of Fayetteville Female Seminary 
2. Benj.RDavidson......1847-1938...-Lawyer, banker, state legislator 
3. Alf Williams.........1852-1926....Industrial leader, Grandson of Wm.McGarrah 
4. JeCeMassie Jr........1857-1942....School principal, city official 
5. JeCehassie Sr.......1816-1897....President of first school board 1871 
7. Jack Tidball.........age 28 yrs...Made supreme sacrifice in France, Oct.1918 
Charles Tidball......age 22 yrs..«.Made supreme sacrifice in France, Oct.1918 
8. John Nayes.........--1810-1889....0rgnr Baptist Church. Incrptr Female Institute 
WeZera MayeS..ec.e-..1835—-1888....Built Old Main, McIlroy Bank, Stone Corner 
9. Stephen K. Stone.....1819-1909....Pioneer merchant, builder, patron of education 
10.J HoStirman.....e6.-e1807-1879....-Helped incorporate town, Arkansas College 
1l.¥im. E. hicllroy.......1812—-1886....First treasurer of UA.Founder of oldest bank 
14.T. J. Pollard,.......1805-1889....Helped found Arkansas College, Christian Church 
153» H. VanHoose.......1830-1900....Mayor, prominent Mason, community builder 
17.SF. Paddock.........1831-1885....Early physician and civic leader 
18.Archibald Yell.......1797-1847....Cohgressman, Governor, Mexican War hero 
2l.Lafayette Gregg......1825-1891....Soldier, judge; wrote bill locating UofA here 
23iHugh Reagan..........1850-1937....Teacher, newspaper publisher, Univ. official 
25,Peter VanWinkle......1814~-1882....Lumber mills; builder of hotel and opera house 
26.T. Me. Gunter........e1824-1904....Conf.soldier, Congressman, father of a governor 
30.W. Be. Vielch......2-.eel1828-1917...-Pioneer doctor. Founder of City Hospital 
3203. Vol Walker.......21859-1933....Legislator, Pres.of Arksbar, University helper 
33.A. Me Byrnes.....0.+-1852-1937....Built over 400 bldgs, incl.schools, hospital,UA 
34.Jay Fulbright........1866-1923....Banker, industrialist. Father of US Senator 
353. He MelIlroy........1868—-1939....Born where UA stands. Banker and civic leader 
36.E. B. Harrison.......1840-1930...,Soldier, banker, pres. of first Bldg & Loan 
38.Zillah Cross Peel....1874-1941...sEditor, magazine writer, county historian 
39.HUgh Dinsmore. .....i. —1930....Congressman, UofA trustee, Linister to Korea 
40.Ta We. Pollard........1833-1899....First president county medical society 18/2 
42.34 Te. Eason.....ee---1843-1918....Confederate soldier. Mayor of Fayetteville 
43.Alford li. Wilson.....1817-1907....Conf.soldier, legislator, US comminssioner 
Robert J. VWilson.....1850-1944....Served in legislature longer than any other man 
Allan M. Wilson......1890-1942....liayor, postmaster, worker for the University 
48.Té¢ J. Hunt........+++1839-1922....Soldier, legislator, postmaster, US Rev.Collector 


Builders of the University Buried In Evergreen Cemetery 


6. ‘Willie V. Crockett...1874-1933....University teacher for 26 years 
12.Elias €handler.......1856—-1909....Soldier, Commandant of UA cadets 
138%. G. Vincenheller...1850-1911....Commissioner of agriculture. First UA dean 
1630. C. Gray.....50-+-+1832-1905....Conf.soldier. University professor 1875-95 
19.G.C. & Nary Hastings.1878-1942....hiembers of UA faculty, total 44 years 
20.Violf D.C. Botefuhr...1833-1885....Univ. teacher of music 1872-1881 
H.C.C. Botefuhr.....-1834— e..-Univ. trustee; supt of agri farm 
22.Andrew S. Gregg......1857-1938....First—day student, first gradg class U of A 
24.Edv. H. Murfee.......1845-1932....ePresident University 1887 to 1894. 
27.Anna Putman Kinge..ee1856-1927....First—day student in AIU, teacher 
28.John C. Futrall......1873-1939....0n UofA faculty 45 years. President 1913-1939 
29. Je Le Cravens.......1831-1908....Regent, secty, treasurer of University 1881-94 
W. H. Cravens.......1858—-1931....Secretary and auditor of University for 17 years 
31.B. Ne VilsSon........-1874—-1948....University professor for 44 years 
37.John N. Tillman......1859-1929....Congressman, Pres. of University 1905-1912 
41.Noah P. Gates........1832-1909....First president of University. School supt 
46.John L. Buchanan.....1831-1922....President University 1894 to 1902 
47.Ce He Leverett. .eceee1833-1897....University professor of languages 1871-1894 
49.47. N. Gladson........1866-1941....UA teacher and dean 43 years. Wireless pioneer 


Sophia Sawyer's First Report from Fayetteville 
by Rowena McCord Gallaway 


Miss Sophia Sawyer, the missionary teacher who founded the Fayette- 
ville Female Seminary, did not come west with the John Ridge family 
in 1836, but the next year. She reached New Orleans on Saturday, Dece 
ember 2, 1837, "in the ship Arkansaw 16 days from New York", Miss 
Sawyer went first to Dwight Mission, later to Honey Creek in the new 
Cherokee Nation. There she taught in a small schoolhouse furnished by 
Chief Ridge. She and her "boarding" pupils occupied a small home but 
ate their meals at the Ridge home, 


The following letter written by Miss Sawyer to Rev. David Green, 
Secretary of the American Board of Missions, was her first report to 
him after deciding to open a school in Fayetteville -- in which enter- 
prise she was encouraged by members of both Cherokee factions, 


Fayetteville, Oct. 11, 1839 
Rev. David Green 
Very Dear Friend, 

I cannot address you, in these times of trial, in the cold business 
language of Sir; when no other human being can or will feel with us as 
you do & will in the relation you sustain towards us. I thank you for 
the letter of August, which I received a few days since. In that you 
express uncertainty respecting our situation & offer your sympathy in 
several possible cases. For this we thank you & truly rejoice with you 
in one fact, that with Eternal Rectitude, all is safety & comfort. 

You have Sopihioils learned from other pens much that has transpired 
in this family. I left the Nation with Mrs. Ridge, the children &a 
part of the servants a few days after the murder of her husband.(Note: 
June 22, 1839). Mrs.Ridge was sustained under the overwhelming afflic- 
tion, & had not an influence been exerted, by interested persons, to 
have her leave the Nation, urging as reasons that herself & children 
were in danger, I should have succeeded in keeping the family & the 
school together, This I did for several days after the Ridges! death; 
but when I saw her sinking under the weight of sorrow --fearful 
apprehensions & undecided anxieties -— I consented to leave for this 
town as the nearest place of safety & acoommodation. Here I have been 
Since, doing, as it respects vigorous effort, what I could for her 
children & and those associated with them. 

The last favor that I sought of Mr. Ridge was his influence to pre- 
vent any among 36 of my pupils attending a show, which I knew would 
exert a bad moral influence, this he granted solely to gratify me two 
days before his death, & not a pupil was absent except from sickness 
during the scene which was passing at the store. My wants & wishes 
were consulted before he left for New York, & that evening before he 
was killed I saw & received the globe and books, & the last words he 
spoke to me amidst the crowd of business & people were to inquire if 
the books &c were such as I wished, We returned to the dwelling house, 
The girls & myself took an early supper, & went to our house beyond 
the shrieks of the murdered, which, before the dawn, were to fill with 
unutterable woe the peaceful dwelling that we left at evening. 


--WCHS-— 


Historic Graveyard on East Mountain 


In preparation for the Society's visit to the Confederate cemetery 
and the family graveyards on East Mountain, I went up there the other 
afternoon and spent an hour with the Walkers, Suttons, Buckners, 
Pegrams, and other well-known families of a century ago. 


The Confederate cemetery is clean and orderly, as befits a military 
burying-ground. But the family lots across the street are overgrown 
with brush and creepers, theornamental fences are rusting and falling 
apart, many headstones are gone, some graves are impossible to find. 


I'm just sentimental enough to feel that all of us inl951 owe a debt 
to the pioneers. Many of these old families have died out or moved 
awaye But we're here, and maybe we can repay a debt by keeping their 
names alive and their memory bright. And their graves clean, 


I know they are all dust. But I choose to think the dust that was 
Rebecca Washington (1786-1861) is more akin to that of Mt. Vernon than 
to the Ozarks soil in which it lies. And that the dust that was David 
Walker (1806-1879) is of a different quality from the flinty soil of 
East Mountain, 


In the Walker enclosure, with sandstone vaults above their graves, 
lie the patriarch, Jacob Wythe Walker (1778-1838) and his wife Ann 
(1782-1851), There are the Washingtons -- Rebecca and later Whiting 
Washington (1824-1896), There is Capt. Jacob Wythe Walker, killed at 
the age of 31 in the Battle of Jenkins Ferry in south Arkansas May 21, 
1864. There are Capt. John J. Walker (1817-1886), 6harles Whiting 
Walker (1834-1924), U.S.Senator James David Walker (1836-1906) and his 
wife Mary (1837-1910) ,and the 4th generation Walkers, Jack (1869-1923) 
_and David (1872-1936). © 
There are, a number of children's graves, among them two babies of 
Erastus B. and Courtnay N. Duncan, whose relationship with the Walkers 
I do not know. 

Also in the Walker lot are the Buckners -- George R. and Nannie 
Walker Buckner, both born in 1842, both dead in 1910, Others buried in 
the Walker enclosure are Lucy Smith (1796-1861), John James Pope, and 
the Purdys -- Jacob C. (1834-1916) and Annie Newman Purdy (1845-1912). 


Just a short distance from the Walker lot is the Sutton family bury- 
ing ground, where lies the dust of the pioneer Seneca Sutton (1807- 
1857) and his family. Nearby are buried Benjamin M. Pegram (1816-1909) 
and his wife Mary (1822-1886). Another enclosure is the last resting 
place of the Rudolphs, George (1825-1916) ,and wife Frances (1833-1900) 
and their three children, The Watson lot contains the dust of William 
A. (1830-1900), his wife Sarah (1834-1902) and their two daughters. 

A tall monument bears the name Katie Stirman, There are Hency tomb- 
stones, one for Beetle A. Harris who died 1869, and many single graves 
half-—buried in the underbrush,among them Benton Walker and T.J.Walker. 


I was about to leave the gloomy thicket, when I spied a little head- 
stone, all alone, almost buried under the creeper, I brushed the vines 
aside and read on the sandstone slab the single name "Sally". I was 
still thinking of the unknown little girl when I passed the Senator's 
grave on my way out of this historic but neglected graveyard. 

---WJL 


An Interview with Mrs. A.M. Byrnes 
by We J. Lemke ) 


Mrs. A.M. Byrnes was 97 years old last month, TI called on her the 
other evening and listened to an eye-witness account of historic hap— 
penings ranging from Civil War depredations by bushwhackers to the 
arrival of the first train in Fayetteville. She has seen —- literally 
seen— the building of Fayetteville, for her husband erected more than 
400 public buildings, business buildings, and residences in our town, 


Her memory is astonishing. For example, she recalled every detail of 
her journey to Fort Smith as a young girl, to enter St.Anne's Academy 
-—- how her father drove her down, leaving here early in the morning 
and reaching the Boston Mountains by sundown; sleeping on the floor in 
a farmhouse; walking over the mountain the next day because she was 
tired of the jolting ride; ferrying across the river at VanBuren; and 
the biggest fhrill of all — whipping up the horses forthe pull across 
the river sandbank at Fort Smith —— a thrill because if the horses had 
stopped, the wagon would have sunk in the sand and stayed there. 


Mrs.Byrnes was ‘born Mary Elizabeth McCoy in 1854 in Providence, Rhode 
Island. Her father brought his family to Arkansas when Mary was five 
years old, She remembers the trip from St.Louis to Fayetteville — by 
stage coach. And the arrival at their new home on White River, north- 
east of town. 


Prompted occasionally by her daughter, Mrs.Dora Benbrook, Mrs.Byrnes 
gave me a first-hand account of what the Civil War looked like to a 
9 or 10-year-old girl. She remembers the soldiers passing by the McCoy 
home, the ebb and flow before and after Pea Ridge and Prairie Grove, 
But her most vivid recollections are of the marauding bushwhackers, 
who repeatedly plundered the home, even ransacking an upstairs room 
and stealing all the fine things her mother had hidden in a chest. 
Every night her father,and the other men of that neighborhood, hid out 
in the woods or cornfield. Once her father was captured by an outlaw 
band and taken, she thinks, to Springdale. For a day and night his 
family did not know his fate. 


"TJ was never afraid", -this frail little woman told me, "except of 
the Indians, I never let them in the house when they knocked, but I 
always gave them something to eat," | 


Her husband, Albert M.Byrnes, was a native of Dublin, Ireland, who 
came to Washington County as a 15-year-old youth and worked at Rhea's 
and Viney Grove before coming to Fayetteville. His career here is well 
known, He built Gray Hall and the old Commerce building on the Univer-— 
sity campus, most of the public schools, the Presbyterian church, the 
opera house and the jail, hundredd of residences, and found time to 
erect the courthouses at Heber Springs and Harrison. 


But Mrs.Byrnes supplied a lot of interesting sidelights that I didnt 
know. Her husband had a number of sub—contracts when the University's 
Old Main was built, such as laying the floors, cutting the iron pill- 
ars (by hand), and putting the clock face in the tower. Also, it was 
A.M.Byrnes who put the Arkansas building together on Mt. Nord, after 
A.F.Wolf had bought it~ at the St. Louis World's Fair and shipped it 
down here in numbered pieces. He eredted all the early flagpoles, 
choosing the most suitable tree in the forest and personally supervis-— 
ing the making and erecting of the pole. And when steel flagpoles came 
in, he erected those. 836204 


A.M.Byrnes once built a house for Capt.E.B.Harrison on North College 
avenue and the kitchen covered the exact spot where Captain Harrison's 
tent had stood during the battle of Fayetteville in 1863. ‘:His civic 
services were many, ranging from the making of free coffins for the 
poor to fire-fighting in the early days. An insurance company present— 
ed Mr. Byrnes with a valuable watch for his successful efforts to pre- 
vent the destruction of the entire business section when Baum Bros. 
store burned in 1894. But the public service rendered by A.MsByrnes 
that I like best was the part he played in erecting the monument in 
the Confederate cemetery. He happened to be at the depot when the huge 
stone memorial arrived, Before the sponsoring organization, the UDC, 
knew that the monument was here, Byrnes had his crew trucking the huge 
stone up East Mountain and had the monument up and ready for the dedi- 
cation on June 10, 1897. 


The Byrnes home at the corner of Willow and E.Lafayette was built 
about 75 years ago. The walls have not been touched in all that time 
and they're as good as the day they were put there. All woodwork is 
walnut, mellow and beautiful. I like the arched bay window in Mrs. 
Byrnes! room and the graceful curved stair—rail, carved from a single 
walnut log. There are some lovely old pieces of furniture. 


I asked Mary McCoy Byrnes 97, about her wedding. She said she was 
married in 1872 by Father Smythe, a Catholic missionary, in the home 
of the Flynns, their neighbors on White River. And the honeymoon trip? 
"To Fayetteville," she said. 


Mrs.eByrnes remembers many of the early names of Fayetteville history. 
She was parfiicularly fond of Mrs.McIlroy and Mrs. Reed, because when 
she lived in what is now the Pratt-—Markham home on West Mountain, she 
had to pass the McIlroy and Reed homes when walking to town, and those 
ladies always invited her in for rest and refreshment. 


I asked Mrs.Byrnes if she remembered the coming of the railroad, Her 
eyes lit up as she told me how she and her husband loaded the children 
in a wagon and drove to town to see the first train enter Fayetteville. 
"There were thousands of people," she said, and added "We made an all- 
day picmic of it," 


Mrs. Byrnes knows that I had her granddaughter, Bettie Barnes, and 
her grandson,Courtney Walker, in my journalism class. This may account, 
in part, for her kindness in letting me interview her. She is a re- 
markable person. Her hearing is as keen as my own —— and I pride my- 
self on being able to hear a whisper in the next room. I use two pairs 
of plasses; she uses one, If I had any doubt about her eyesight, it 
was disspelled when I left the house, I had given her a copy of FLASH- 
BACK, our Historical Society bulletin. When Mrs. Benbrook was saying 
goodnight on the front porch, I took a look through the window at the 
little lady who saw the Civil War. She was reading FLASHBACK! 


This is the first of a series of interviews with 
old-timers of Washington County. One interview will 
appear in each issue of FLASHBACK. Mr. McConnell'ts 
series of articles about old cemeteries will appear 
each month, beginning with this issue, We are plan- 
ning several other historic series, 
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Miss Rachel Oliver 
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Mrs. J. F. Deaver .- Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lewis 

Mr. and Mrs, Louis Lichlyter Mr. and Mrs, Tom Pearson 
Mr. and Mrs. Lowry Walker Mrs. John H. Myers 

Mr. and Mrs. D.D.Deaver — Mr. and Mrs. Bunn Bell 

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Searcy _ Mrs.Dorothy Byrnes Benbrook 


Seeks Information About the Yates Family 


An interesting letter from Thos. C. Adams, Sheridan, Ill., seeks in- 
formation about the Yates family (Nicholas and Sarah Mays Yates and 
their 15 children ) who came to Washington County about 1935. He is 
especially interested in Joseph Yates who in 1852 at the age of 18 
drove a team of oxen over the old Oregon Trail to Portland, Oregon . 
This is probably the original Washington County Yates family. If any 
of the Yates descendants are interested, I would suggest that they get 
in touch with Mr, Adams. 


Has Pass on Monte Ne Railway of 1905 
A Fayetteville visitor the other day was F.P.Rose of Bentonville, 


wno is a keen student and writer of history. At present he is working 
on an article on Hugh Dinsmore. He was in Fayetteville to search the 
newspaper files at the Times office and the University Library for in- 
formation about the one-time US Minister to Korea, Mr.Rose showed me a 
historic curio I had not seen before -- a Monte Ne Railway pass of 
1905 signed by W.H."Coin" Harvey. The card says "Only railroad whose 
trains are met by gondolas,." . 


Annual Convention of Arkansas Historical Association 


The annual convention of the Arkansas Historical Association was 
held at Arkansas State College, Jonesboro, April 27-28. Speakers and 
their subjects were: 

Dr.Fred Harrington of the U of Wisconsin, formerly of U of Arkansas: 
"A Northerner Looks at Arkansas" and "Arkansas: Land of Opportunity 
for the Historian" 

Charles Frierson, Jonesboro: "Settlement and Growth of Eastern Ark- 
ansas" 

Dolphus Whitten Jr., Henderson State College: "Arkansas and the 
Texas Revolution" | 

Clarence Evans, N.E.Oklahoma St.Teachers College: "A Cultural Link 
between 19th Century Germany and the Oza&ks of Arkansas" 

Mrs. I. N. Barnett Sr., Batesville; "Early Batesville and Arkansas 
College" 

Ted R. Worley, State Teachers College, Conway: "An Early ‘Arkansas 
Sportsman: C.F.M.Noland" 

Orville W. Taylor, Little Rock Junior College: "Slavery in Arkansas: 
A Frontier Institution" 

Sam D. Dickinson, State Teachers College: "The Mystic Clan" 


Officers of the state association for the coming year: President-- 
W.T.Atkinson, LittleRock; ist v-—p--Glenn Martell, Magnolia; 2nd v-p-- 
Mrs.John F. Weinmann, Little Rock; 3rd v-p--Dr.Homer Huitt, Jonesboro; 
kth v-p-—Prof, T. A. DuLaney, Russellville; 5th v-p--Mrs.I.N.Barnett, 
Batesville. Directors--Mrs.Lessie Stringfellow Read, Fayetteville; 
Mrs. Wm.H.Arnold, Texarkana; Horace Adams, Conway; Lee Reeves, Hermit—- 
age; Dr.D.D.McBrien, Arkadeiphia; Charles Frierson, Jonesboro, 

Next year's meeting of the AHA will be in Little Rock, 


Historian of Our Parcel Post System 
by W.Jd.Lemke 


The news that the Postoffice Department will increase parcel post 
rates by 25 per cent beginning Oct. 1, reminds me that a member of our 
Historical Society is an authority on postal matters and particularly 
on the parcel post. He is Nathan. Boone Williams of Washington, D.C., a 
native of Washington County, Arkansas, : 


Mr. Williams appeared before the House Committee on Post Office and 
Civil Service on April 5. He opposed the rate increase on the ground 
that if the postal service were the true monopoly that Congress envis- 
aged from the nation's earliest days -- including a monopoly of the 
carrying of parcels ("packets") -- there would be no postal deficit. 
He argued that when the U.S. law says "No person shall establish any 
private express for the conveyance of letters or packets", the word 
"packets" means parcels or packages. 


Mr. Williams wrote a scholarly treatise on the history of the parcel 
post and the legal interpretations of the word "packet". It is too 
long to print in full, but since his interest in the matter was first 
aroused when he was US Commissioner in Fayetteville, I am quoting some 
paragraphs from his remarks to the Congressional Committee that FLASH- 
BACK readers will find of interest.The complete Statement is available 
in our Society records, In the course of his argument Mr,Williams 
said: 


"It was something more than 40 years ago that I became interested in 
Postal law and postal history,while a U.S.Commissioner for the Western 
District of Arkansas, located at Fayetteville. I held that office for 
three four-year terms, being re-qppointed twice, 1898-1910. Congress 
was being urged to establish a parcel post system, and, Postmaster 
General Wannamaker had been widely quoted’that there were four reasons 
against setting up the system, namely,the four great &xpress companies, 


"In February 1907 there was delivered to me in Fayetteville a one- 
pound package which had been shipped By express from Chicago. The 
postal limit on merchandise packages at that time was four pounds and 
the rate one cent per pound without reference to distance carried, My 
curiosity was aroused as.to why this had not come by post. I knew the 
postal limit was four pounds and it seemed to me that the postoffice 
should both carry and receive the revenue from all mailable matter, 


"Was there any law on the subject? Here was a problem of constitu- 
tional government which intrigued me, I turned to the Revised Statutes 
of the US and there read section 3982: ‘'No person shall establish any 
private express for the conveyance of letters of packets, or in any 
manner cause or provide for the conveyance of the same by:regular 
trips or at stated periods, over any post route which is or.may be es- 
tablished by law, or from any city, town, or place to any other city, 
town or place between which the mail is regularly carried,! 

"What was the meaning of this word'!packet'? I queried the PostOffice 
Department. Back came the response that 'packet' meant a bundle of 
letters. Sure, I reasoned, so it does but is that all it means? The 
word ‘horse! includes a stallion, a gelding, a mare and a colt. Mean- 
while I searched the library of the University of Arkansas, which is a 
depository of Government documents, and found there American State 
Papers and many other dontemporary publications of early American his- 
tory. I traced the history of this word 'packet!" (over) 


Mr. Williams traces the history of the word "packet" and finally 
gets down to 1911, where the following paragraphs appear which ex- 
plain his removal to Washington, 


"President Taft had called the new Congress into extra session, 
Some groups interested in promoting legislation setting up a parcel 
post system invited me to Washington to appear before the Committee 
considering the proposed legislation, agreeing to pay the expenses of 
my trip. They knew my position, which was that we had a parcel post 
system limited to four pounds which we were not enforcing; that we 
should enforce that as against all outside competitive agencies, and 
then determine whether it was wise to expand, 

"T accepted this invitation and appeared before the Committee in 
June, 1911. I was later invited by Representative James T. Loyd, who 
had heard my arguments, to call on Mr.Ashbrook, chairman of the House 
Committee on Expenditures in the Postoffice Department, who immedi- 
ately asked me to join his staff. I cashed the return stub of my 
railway ticket and have been here ever since," 


When the Treasury announced in August 1915 that it was canceling 
its express company contracts and thereafter would use the postoffice 
department at an estimated saving of $200,000 per year, the press 
generally credited Mr.Williams with this reform. In 1940,the Treasury 
shipped seven train loads of gold from New York to Fort Knox, Ky., 
paying the postoffice more than a million dollars in postage. 


In his conclusion, Mr.Williams said: "Only by the assertion of full 
monopoly rights can the operation of the postal service’ be so inte- 
grated and developed as to disclose just how and in what manner a 
change in rates or practices is justified in the public interest. 


"Tt is a confession of incompetence to say that the postal service 
cannot. handle with success that portion of mail matter now being 
carried by private expresses. Given a fair field and with chiseling 
competition forbidden by enforcing existing law, we may rightfully 
expect the postal service to carry on "without the cost of a dollar 
to the Public Treasury". 

"tPacket' is a billion-dollar word which respected and enforced as 
the Congress has always intended, will supply the answer to postal 
deficits. I recommend that you write in whatever measure you may re- 
port and pass: Wherever used in postal law or regulations the word 
'packet' means and includes all mtter by law made mailable." 


Confederate Memorial Day Speaker 


Judge Maupin Cummings will be the speaker at the Confederate Memor- 
al Day exercises June 3. His family background and his acquaintance 
with Prairie Grove make him ah ideal choice for this aSsignment.He is 
a member of both our county historical society and the state histori- 
cal association. Also, he is a veteran of World War II and a Colonel 
in the Arkansas National Guard, 


June Flashback To Honor University 


Because the University will observe its 77th annual Commencement 
June 9, the June issue of FLASHBACK will carry a number of historical 
features about the University. We need material. If you have any old 
programs, letters, or other University records dated before 1920, 
please let us use them for our June issue, 


